
Millcreek Township School District
Clilld Development f rogrom * Sara Gfulkowski. Cbofdinaling Director
SJ74 Sleweflania RoOd̂ « Fahieiv, Penrsylronlo 16415 ' f8V0a35-S5Z9 •

m
FBcwaaKsn _ l , , r

a - % ^
"Creating the Future"

riurCoccodrilli, . . .
IRRC Chairman • .
Regulation Number:. 14-506 (#2539) . -

On March 10,2008, fje Department of Public Welfare submitted final-form child care facility
regulations to the General Assembly and to the.Independent Regulatory Review. Commission
ClRRC). The child care-facility regulations provide rninimum standards for tt>e' operation.of
approximately 9,000 child care centers, group child care homes and family child care homes •
that serve'over 300,00 3 children, I am asking you to support passage of the finalTforih child
ewe regulations. . • - .' •• • • •

TTfie clild care facility oegultttipn j protect fb& health, safely and vgh is of children and reduce
risks to children '1M chiH care facilities. The regialations were last Updated in April 1992! The ;
final form regulatioii aJdresses pmtechoo qf childijen, reflect current best practice and.
research, improves claiity, and .provides clear,- consistent information to the provider and. ' •
parent community aboit whir ttie'ijeparfmente will examine when it conducts a visit.' . :
Hi^hlighfs'of thefinal-_bmiregulations include the followins: :.. ' . / • : ' . . •

•.. Updated health and safety requirements to RdEfcct best practices & research - New research .
. has resulted in charges to health and safety reoommendatioiisregatding S1DS prevention, '
. p|aygroHnd safety, staff hibercwlosis testing, removal of recdited toys awd equipment,

• Made'the regutaiiofcs easier -to read and more accessible to provider; and parents - Twelve
statements of policy have fceeif released since-1992 and must be incorporated into the' '
regulations themselves. Tbese'intJude important riequiremeats^lating to emergency
plans, supervision c* children, Syrup of Ipecac, release of children, pasting inspection
summaries, Departnenfal access and swimming pool accessibility. . ' . - ' •

« UpdaW Ae reguMton; to inclode correct, refereince k, o^her applicable laws -By
referencing the correct current laws, providecs, parents and the public will be better able "
to locate additional Miformatidn aboul laws tlaf impact the operation of a child carg facility

. including requiremenes.relatmg to certificate of occupaag, vihicte safety, chUdliood
immunizations and children with special needs.

• Improved oppartunty for facilily compliance - Areas of typical noncorapliance were •
examined and wlien.possib]e, changes are propssed thatwiKbilanGe assistance to Jhe
facilities in compJiarce while ensuring tniniimini health and safety at a facility.

I am asking you to support the f inal-fbrrii chi W care regulation in order to advance the
protection of children receiving care in more than 9,000 child care facilities in Pennsylvania.

Respectfully,

Sara Grutkbwski.
Coordinating Director,
Milfcreek Township School District
Child DeveJopment Programs
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